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Members may be aware that in the course of the recent Regulation 18 consultation the responses 
from Higham residents represented the largest volume of submissions from any ward in Tonbridge 
& Malling. In fact this single ward represented circa 20% of the total overall number. This reflects a 
significant interest and level of engagement by residents in regard to the TO1 proposal, 
irrespective of how close they live to the site(s).   
 
Given that I have been aware of the possibility of this development for many years and have 
fielded many question and queries from residents over the years, I feel that Higham residents 
would consider it a serious democratic deficit if I were not able to be seen to be part of the 
decision making process as their councillor. I believe that Higham residents would consider that it 
is very reasonable for the dispensation to apply and I also believe that I could easily demonstrate 
this to be the case. By contrast, should I not be able to be present in the chamber I believe that my 
residents would reasonably feel that they would be disadvantaged. My main concern remains my 
ability to represent my community during a period of significant change. 
 
As I have outlined above TO1 is a very large-scale development the impacts of which are much 
wider than the Higham area. There would be very significant infrastructure implications affecting 
Tonbridge and the wider area, particularly when considering the reality of the TMBC and TWBC 
local plans considered together. This development must be considered from the wider 
holistic perspective. 
  
Finally, I would like to point out to the committee that my situation is not unique. There will be other 
members who live close to large developments. As indeed they did when submitting responses to 
the Draft Local Plan. Therefore, there is the issue regarding where we draw the line in identifying 
any potential conflict of interest and the need to ensure a high level of councillor participation. 
 
I respectfully ask the General Purposes Committee to give me the dispensation to proceed to 
participate in the forthcoming Higham applications on an equal footing. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
Dennis King 
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